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Project Aim 
 

New Contemporary Passivhaus for a private client in Farnham, Surrey 
 

Project Description 
 

The Planning Application was submitted in May 2014 to replace an existing early 1950s bungalow with a 
new Passivhaus family home of contemporary design. 
 
Passivhaus certification is a European standard only given to designs of exemplary energy use credentials, 
far out-performing current Building Regulations and going beyond the energy use requirements of the Code 
for Sustainable Homes. It is believed that this will be one of only a few Passivhaus private homes in the 
south-east of the country and is believed to be the first within Waverley Borough Council if not the whole of 
Surrey. 
 
The proposed replacement dwelling has a gross internal floor area of approximately 280sqm for the main 
house with a further 45sqm for the garage and cycle store. Designed around the concept of a solid core, 
the first floor west, south and east elevations are treated at first floor level with timber cladding 'overcoat'. 
 
This first floor 'overcoat' serves a dual function. It breaks up the mass of the building by adding a linear 
element reflecting the linear nature of the site while also providing deep recessed windows and overhangs 
to limit summertime excessive solar gains while permitting wintertime low level sun in to the house. The 
cantilevered section to the front (west elevation) provides a porch over the front door. 
 
The proposed garage and store is positioned in a similar location to the existing garage and store but in the 
proposal is attached to the main house. This is sited on the north, darker side of the house and utilises the 
existing turning area. The floor plans have been designed to place the principal habitable rooms to the 
south, east and west elevations leaving bathrooms, stores and plant rooms to the north elevation. 

 
 
 


